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The Dangerous Goods Panel (DGP) completed its biennium 

during the last two weeks of October, considering changes to 

the regulations that would normally take effect on January 1st, 

2017. IFALPA was represented by the Dangerous Goods Com-

mittee Chairman, Mark Rogers. Among the proposals discussed 

were four from IFALPA concerning lithium batteries, including a 

prohibition on the transport of lithium ion batteries as cargo on 

passenger aircraft, an elimination of the regulatory exceptions 

that allow batteries to be shipped without being fully regulated, 

the imposition of a maximum 30% state of charge for recharge-

able batteries, and a number of provisions designed to increase 

the safety of shipments on freighter aircraft. While the Panel did 

not agree to a passenger prohibition or to fully eliminating the 

regulatory exceptions, the 30% state of charge proposal was ac-

cepted, as well as a revised proposal that would greatly limit the 

types of shipments allowed to be excepted from full regulation. 

Instead of allowing pallets of excepted batteries, each shipment 

will now be limited to a single package containing no more than 

8 cells or 2 batteries. The Panel recommended these mitigation 

measures to be implemented as soon as feasible, which may 

occur as early as April, 2016. Discussion of the freighter pro-

posals was deferred into the next biennium. The Panel’s rec-

ommendations must now be considered by the Air Navigation 

Commission and ICAO Council. IFALPA continues to advocate 

that ICAO adopt a passenger prohibition on the transport of 

lithium ion batteries as cargo on passenger aircraft, despite the 

recommendation of the Dangerous Goods Panel. The first full 

Panel meeting of the Air Traffic Management Requirements and 

Performance Panel was held in Montreal 2-6 November 2015. 

The Chairman and Vice Chairman were elected for a period of 

three years. The meeting was well attended with over 40 mem-

bers and advisers from States and Industry.  IFALPA was repre-

sented by the ATS Chairman, Rip Torn and the Senior Technical 

Officer. The work on the introduction of Flight and Flow-Infor-

mation for a Collaborative Environment (FF-ICE/1) continues to 

progress well. There are some issues with some of the terms 

which will be used and could cause some confusion, but the 

provisions and the guidance material should be ready for 2018. 

The work on Trajectory Based Operations (TBO) is also taking 

shape and the new simplified draft document should move the 

work along considerably. Also that week was the Second Meet-

ing of the Ground Based Safety Nets Sub-Group (SP-GBSNSG/2) 

of the Surveillance Panel, 3-6 November. IFALPA was represent-

ed by Wolfgang Starke who was not able to attend the first day 

after having had a flight disruption in London arriving one day  

later, so the Senior Technical Officer attended the first day of 

the meeting on short notice. Most of the meeting was spent in  

reviewing the draft Ground Based Safety Nets Manual. The meet-

ing was very productive, and the draft Manual seems on track 

to becoming a good quality manual and is so far on time. ICAO 

recently launched a No Country Left Behind (NCLB) campaign 

to better identify and coordinate assistance to its Contracting 

States. The main purpose of this campaign is to harmonize and 

improve civil aviation capacities and worldwide connectivity. 

In this framework, the ICAO World Aviation Forum (IWAF) was 

organized from 23-25 November to structure aviation’s vast  

potential for stimulating economic growth, in a manner con-

sistent with the vision of the United Nations 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development.  The event brought together States, 

Industry observers and the financial/development community, 

who discussed ways to raise the level of assistance in the civ-

il aviation sector by making air transport a priority enabler for 

national/regional development. It also gave an opportunity to 

highlight ICAO’s efforts to assist States in implementing ICAO 

Standards and Recommended Practices (SARPs), identify any 

shortcomings and ensure that such implementation is better 

harmonized globally. States and industry should improve their 

cooperation through ICAO, in order to have access to the signif-

icant socioeconomic benefits of safe and reliable air transport.

By Ms. Carole Couchman, IFALPA Senior Technical Officer

annalou@ifalpa.org


- Page 2 of 3 -

 Latest Publications

 Events, Meetings & News

15POS23 - Fireproof Containment Bags
It has been brought to IFALPA’s attention that some airlines provide fireproof containment bags for Portable Electronic Devices 

(PEDs) as part of their Dangerous Goods emergency response kits for use aboard aircraft. [read more]

15PRL19 - Air Accident in South Sudan: IFALPA reiterates investigation according to international rules
The International Federation of Air Line Pilots’ Associations - IFALPA would like to express its most sincere condolences to the 

families of victims of the Antonov - 12B accident today which happened shortly after take - off from Juba International Airport in 

South Sudan, and extends its heartfelt wishes for a quick recovery to any who were injured. [read more]

15PRL20 - Crew Members Held Hostage in Mali
The International Federation of Air Line Pilots’ Associations (IFALPA) is closely monitoring reports that 170 per sons including crew 

members were being held hostage at the Radisson Blu Hotel in Bamako, Mali; and that some of those in the hotel have been killed. 

Our thoughts are with the victims, hostages and their families. [read more]

SAVE THE DATE

IFALPA’s representatives attended the ICAO World 

Aviation Forum (23 - 25 November 2015) with  Dr. 

Matthew Cumberworth, Economic and Financial 

Analyst of the Australian & International Pilots Asso-

ciation (2nd from left) and Randy Kenagy, Manager  

Engineering and Operations from ALPA-I (4th).

ICAO recently launched a No Country Left Behind 

(NCLB) campaign to better identify and coordinate  

assistance to its Contracting States. The main purpose 

of this campaign is to harmonize and improve civil 

aviation capacities and worldwide connectivity.

http://www.ifalpa.org/downloads/Level1/IFALPA%20Statements/Dangerous%20Goods%20Committee/15POS23%20-%20Fireproof%20Containment%20Bags.pdf
http://www.ifalpa.org/downloads/Level1/Press & Media/2015/15PRL19 - Air Accident in South Sudan.pdf
http://www.ifalpa.org/downloads/Level1/Press & Media/2015/15PRL20 - Crew Members Held Hostage in Mali.pdf
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The Accident Analysis & Prevention Committee (AAP) 

members met in Bangkok from 9-13 November 2015. 

There were 55 attendees representing 31 Member 

Associations and some representatives from Airbus, 

Boeing and Embraer.

The IFALPA Professional and Government Affairs (PGA) Committee members met in Montreal from 9-11 November 2015 to 

discuss different social, political and economic issues that are affecting the pilot profession worldwide. 

The Legal Advisory Group (LAG) had their meeting in 

Montreal at the IFALPA headquarters on 12 November, 

2015. 


