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EU level response    

 

Eurogroup & European Council 

• On 10 April, Eurogroup President Mario Centeno presented to the President of the 

European Council Charles Michel the EU comprehensive strategy on the COVID-19 

economic recovery which proposes a Pandemic Crisis Support available for euro 

area Member States, as well as a Recovery Fund providing funding through the EU 

budget to programs designed to kick-start the economies. 

 

Developments at national level    

 

• Several Member States have been in negotiations with airlines about a possible bail-

out or financial support:  

➢ EU journal EUObserver reported (6 April) that the EU Commissioner for 

Digital Affairs Margrethe Vestager did not object to the nationalization of 

Alitalia if done on market prices.  

➢ La Tribune published information (13 April) that KLM-Air France are 

reportedly negotiating €10 billion state aid, divided into €8 billion for Air 

France and €2 billion for KLM. 

➢ Reuters reported (14 April) that Finnair and Juneyao Air (China) signed a 

letter of intent to set up a joint venture. 

 

 

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/43300/200410_peg-centeno-letter-to-pec-michel_covid.pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2020/04/09/report-on-the-comprehensive-economic-policy-response-to-the-covid-19-pandemic/
https://euobserver.com/coronavirus/147989
https://www.latribune.fr/entreprises-finance/services/transport-logistique/air-france-klm-cherche-a-obtenir-une-aide-autour-de-10-milliards-d-euros-845007.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-finnair-china/finnair-says-plans-china-jv-with-juneyao-air-idUSKCN21W0QF


EU stakeholders’ reactions   

 

• On 8 April, Airbus presented March orders for commercial aircrafts which went down 

roughly by 1/3. 

• On 9 April, Civil Air Navigation Services Organization (CANSO) announced 

environmental initiative ‘Perfect Flights’ together with A4E, AIRE, ERA, IATA, 

IFATCA and Eurocontrol. By allowing aircrafts to fly their optimal vertical profile, 

CANSO and the other stakeholders want to demonstrate their commitment to reduce 

aviation’s carbon emissions.  

• Eurocontrol published on overview of state and airline response to COVID-19 

pandemic as per 14 April. 

 

International updates   

 

• IATA published an economic report with a projection of approximately 25 million jobs 

at risk throughout economies due to the current airline shutdown (7 April). Further, 

EU journal Euractiv reported (7 April) that IATA has urged ICAO to amend CORSIA 

which should loosen airlines’ goals for curbing emissions in order not to increase 

costs for operators.  

• IFALPA has launched a dedicated COVID-19 Resources Page. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.airbus.com/newsroom/press-releases/en/2020/04/airbus-provides-update-on-march-commercial-aircraft-orders--deliveries-and-adapts-production-rates-in-covid19-environment.html
https://www.canso.org/system/files/Joint%20effort%20to%20deliver%20additional%20environmental%20benefits%20during%20the%20traffic%20downturn.pdf
https://www.eurocontrol.int/sites/default/files/2020-04/eurocontrol-summary-covid-response-200415.pdf
https://www.iata.org/en/iata-repository/publications/economic-reports/covid-19-wider-economic-impact-from-air-transport-collapse/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/aviation/news/airlines-urge-un-aviation-body-to-rethink-climate-measures/
https://www.ifalpa.org/publications/covid-19-resources/

