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VC POLICY 

CLIMATE PROTECTION  
 

1. Introduction 
Air travel is a social achievement: it brings people together, enables cultural 
exchange and facilitates economic cooperation. If we are to be able to exploit the 
positive effects of aviation in the long term, it must be sustainable in terms of 
climate protection. The long-term goal is climate-neutral aviation. 

In order to bring air traffic into better harmony with climate protection, all those 
involved are called upon to work together: 

 

2. What does politics have to do? 

By standardizing airspace in Europe and worldwide, detours and thus emissions 
can be saved. The "Single European Sky" project must therefore be driven 
forward. 

The rail network must be modernised and extended. Only long-distance train 
stations at airports can transfer passengers from feeder flights to trains. Similarly, 
short-distance flights can only be replaced by attractive high-speed train 
connections.  

Tax control measures, such as a CO2 tax, can only be introduced if they are 
internationally coordinated and competition-neutral. Revenue from these levies 
has to be earmarked for climate protection measures in aviation. 

In the same way, the revenues from the air transport levy are to be transferred into 
a financing cycle (for efficiency and climate protection in air transport). Here, for 
example, the development of production capacities for synthetic kerosene (power 
to liquid) is an option. 

All regulations, such as night flight restrictions, compensation schemes for flight 
irregularities and slot allocation must be reviewed for their ecological effects and 
adjusted if necessary. The negative consequences of diverted flights due to 
operating time restrictions and the resulting "return traffic" to the actual 
destination are disproportionate to any landing delays of a few minutes. 
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3. WHAT DO THE AIRLINES HAVE TO DO? 

Fossil fuels must be used as sparingly as possible. Investments must be made in 
low-emission aircraft fleets. Technical possibilities for reducing emissions from 
the existing fleet must be exhausted (e.g. retrofitting with winglets, regular 
maintenance, weight reduction). 

All operating procedures must be reviewed for their environmental impact. 

The pilots must be provided with tools so that they can choose the most 
ecologically sensible flight route, altitude and speed. Airlines must provide 
appropriate training for their personnel. 

The following (exemplary mentioned) practices shall be rejected: Carrying fuel for 
further flight segments solely due to a price difference (tankering), avoidable empty 
flights (e.g. to maintenance events), PR and sightseeing flights, serving routes with 
little demand, and faster flying to save time. 

 

4. What must industry do? 

Research into even more fuel-efficient aircraft, engines and alternative propulsion 
technologies must be driven forward. Climate neutral fuels to replace fossil fuels 
must be developed and made available. The production of alternative fuels must 
not compete with food production. 

 

5. What can passengers do? 

We support responsible travel behaviour. In some situations it is better to use the 
train or bus instead of the plane, or to replace a trip with a conference call. 

Travel with light baggage: even the renunciation of ten kilograms of baggage on a 
long-distance journey saves around 30 kilograms of CO2 emissions. 

As long as climate-neutral flying is not possible, compensation through climate 
protection projects is a useful measure. 

 

6. What do pilots have to do? 

Responsible pilots are already using numerous possibilities to keep emissions as 
low as possible. These include optimum selection of flight altitude, distance and 
speed, taxiing with only one engine running, and optimized use of landing flaps 
and landing gear. 
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Vereinigung Cockpit has set itself the task of raising the awareness of its members 
for this purpose. Pilots must actively use all possibilities for climate protection in 
their sphere of influence. 

Flight safety remains the top priority in all measures. 


